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Coaching carousel 
rumors sweep up Brohm 


Louisville, Kentucky 


Journal 


PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK 


Pitino suing U of L for $35M 


Ex-coach seeking $4.3M a year 
through 2026 for breach of contract 


Danielle Lerner and Justin Sayers 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Former University of Louisville bas- 
ketball coach Rick Pitino is asking for 
more than $35 million in a federal 
breach of contract lawsuit filed Thurs- 
day against the school’s athletic associ- 
ation. 

Pitino was fired in a unanimous vote 
by the University of Louisville Athletic 
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Association board on Oct. 16. The move 
came in connection with a national col- 
lege basketball recruiting scandal, part 
of which federal investigators said in- 
cluded a scheme to pay the families of 
Louisville recruits. 

“(Pitino) had no part whatsover in 
any scheme to pay the family of a UL 
recruit, or to otherwise improperly pro- 
vide benefits to any recruit, as an in- 
ducement to join the basketball pro- 
gram,” said Steve Pence, Pitino’s lawyer, 
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Nimbus founder Stacey Wade walks past a mural in the building on West Main Street in downtown Louisville that 
features iconic Louisville figures such as Muhammad Ali as well as horse racing. MATT STONE/LOUISVILLE COURIER JOURNAL 


Rick Pitino was fired in October. MATT 
STONE/LOUISVILLE COURIER JOURNAL 
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Agency tackles 
tone-deafness 


Nimbus steers big ads toward inclusivity 


Bailey Loosemore Louisville Courier Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK 


tacey Wade doesn't like to brag about the celebrities he’s met 
through his marketing agency, Nimbus. X In fact, it’s some- 
thing he absolutely hates to do, so let’s get it out of the 
way. X There are Ludacris, Usain Bolt and Tim Tebow, whom 
Wade met while putting together an Olympics advertising campaign for 


SOUL Electronics headphones in 2012. See NIMBUS, Page 10A 
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US has no comprehensive strategy to contain 


spread of disease through air travel. 1B 


The Bevin system? 


Gerth: Administration wants to lurk in the darkness 
where we can’t see what it’s doing. Metro, 3A 


For more than 15 
years, Wade has 
developed ... 
recognition in the 
advertising world 
for his thoughtful, 
inclusive work. 
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High 55° X Low 34° 
Mostly sunny. Forecast, 2A 


said in a statement. 

University of Louisville spokesman 
John Karman said the university is 
aware of the lawsuit, but declined to 
comment, citing school policy. 

The lawsuit states that the board’s 
actions violated his employment con- 
tract in two ways — first, during his sus- 
pension in September and again when 
he was fired in October. 

In September, Pitino was “effectively 
fired” without proper notice, according 
to the lawsuit. The coach was placed on 
unpaid leave, locked out of his office and 
had access to his university email 


See PITINO, Page 9A 


Ex-worker 
Says rep 
sent ‘flirty 
messages 


Lawmaker was involved 
in harassment settlement 
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Deborah Yetter 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A Northern Kentucky lawyer who 
previously worked at the state Capitol 
says she received inappropriate text 
messages from one of the four House 
Republicans involved in a secret sexu- 
al harassment settlement with anoth- 
er female staffer that cost former 
House Speaker Jeff Hoover his leader- 
ship job. 

Jordan Morgan, the 
daughter of state Rep. C. 
Wesley Morgan, a Rich- 
mond Republican, said 
she received a number 
of such messages from 
state Rep. Michael Mer- 
edith while she worked 
on the staff of Gov. Matt 
Bevin in 2016 and 2017. 
She saved several messages which she 
said were from Meredith and provided 
them to Courier Journal and other 
media outlets Thursday. 

One message to Morgan says "You 
are like six foot tall with jet black hair 
and high heels and can probably find 
some way to persuade anyone about 
anything if force is needed lol." 

Meredith, a Brownsville Republi- 
can, did not respond to a request for 
comment Thursday and has not re- 
sponded to multiple requests for com- 
ment since a Courier Journal report in 
November that he was among four 
lawmakers who were parties to a con- 
fidential settlement with a former 
female staff member who alleged sex- 
ual harassment. 

Courier Journal first reported the 
settlement Nov. 1. Hoover, a James- 
town Republican, resigned as speaker 
four days later but said he would re- 
main as representative for the state's 


Jordan 
Morgan 


See MESSAGES, Page 9A 
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